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1. Saint Padre Pio, Padre Pio of Pietrelcina, 23 September 

Born to a southern Italian farm family, the son of Grazio, a shepherd. At age 15 he 

entered the novitiate of the Capuchin friars in Morcone, Italy and joined the order 

at age 19. Suffered several health problems, and at one point his family thought 
he had tuberculosis. Ordained at age 22 on 10 August 1910. 

While praying before a cross, he received the stigmata on 20 September 1918, the 
first priest ever to be so blessed. As word spread, especially after American soldiers 

brought home stories of Padre Pio following WWII, the priest himself became a 

point of pilgrimage for both the pious and the curious. He would hear confessions 
by the hour, reportedly able to read the consciences of those who held back. 

Reportedly able to bilocate, levitate, and heal by touch. Founded the House for the 

Relief of Suffering in 1956, a hospital that serves 60,000 a year. In the 1920‘s he 
started a series of prayer groups that continue today with over 400,000 members 

worldwide. 

His canonization miracle involved the cure of Matteo Pio Colella, age 7, the son of 

a doctor who works in the House for Relief of Suffering, the hospital in San Giovanni 

Rotondo founded by Padre Pio. On the night of 20 June 2000, Matteo was admitted 
to the intensive care unit of the hospital with meningitis. By morning, doctors had 

lost hope for him as nine of the boy‘s internal organs had ceased to give signs of 

life. That night, during a prayer vigil attended by Matteo’s mother and some 
Capuchin friars of Padre Pio’s monastery, the child‘s condition improved suddenly. 

When he awoke from the coma, Matteo said that he had seen an elderly man with 

a white beard and a long, brown habit, who said to him: “Don’t worry, you will soon 
be cured.” The miracle was approved by the Congregation and Pope John Paul II 

on 20 December 2001.  

2. Pope Saint John Paul II, John Paul the Great, 22 October 

For many years Karol believed God was calling him to the priesthood, and after 

surviving two nearly fatal accidents, he responded to the call. He studied secretly 
during the German occupation of Poland, and was ordained on 1 November 1946. 

In these years he came to know and practice the teachings of Saint Louis Marie 

Montfort and Saint John of the Cross. Earned his Doctorate in theology in 1948 at 

the Angelicum in Rome, Italy. 

Parish priest in the Krakow diocese from 1948 to 1951. Studied philosophy at the 
Jagiellonian University at Krakow. Taught social ethics at the Krakow Seminary 

from 1952 to 1958. In 1956 he became a professor at the University of Lublin. 

Venerable Pope Pius XII appointed Wojtyla an auxiliary bishop in Krakow on 4 July 
1958. Servant of God, Pope Paul VI appointed him Archbishop of Krakow on 30 

December 1963. 

Wojtyla proved himself a noble and trustworthy pastor in the face of Communist 

persecution. A member of the prepatory commission, he attended all four sessions 
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of Vatican II; is said to have written Gaudium et spes, the document on the Church 

in the Modern World. He also played a prominent role in the formulation of the 

Declaration on Religious Freedom. Following the Council, Pope Paul VI, appointed 
Karol Wojtyla cardinal on 26 June 1967. 

In 1960 he published Love and Responsibility. Pope Paul VI, delighted with its 
apologetical defense of the traditional Catholic teaching of marriage, relied 

extensively on Archbishop Wojytla’s counsel in writing Humanae Vitae. In 1976 he 

was invited by Pope Paul VI to preach the lenten sermons to the members of the 
Papal Household. 

In 1978, Archbishop Wojtyla became the first non-Italian pope since Adrian VI. He 

took the name of his predecessors (John, Paul, John Paul) to emphasize his desire 

to continue the reforms of Vatican II. 

John Paul II is the most traveled pope in history, having visited nearly every country 

in the world which would receive him. As the Vicar of Christ he has consecrated 

each place that he has visited to the Blessed Virgin Mary. On 13 May 1983 he went 
to Fatima to consecrate the world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. He later 

repeated the consecration of the world to Mary in union with all the Bishops of the 

Catholic Church, in fulfillment of Our Lady‘s promises at Fatima. 

In 1995, Pope John Paul II began a lengthy catechisis on the Blessed Virgin Mary 

during his weekly Angelus addresses, culminating with his instruction on Our Lady’s 
active participation in the Sacrifice of Calvary. This active participation of Our Lady 

at Calvary is called the co-redemption. Already in 1982 and 1985 he had used the 

term “corredemptrix” in reference to Our Lady in public addresses. This is 
significant, for he is the first Pope to do so since Pope Benedict XV at whose prayer 

Our Lady came to Fatima to reveal Her Immaculate Heart. Since the time of Pope 

Benedict XV, this terminology was under review by the Holy See; the present Pope’s 
usage is a confirmation of this traditional view of Mary’s role in salvation history.  

3. Our Lady of Fatima, May 13 

Between May 13 and October 13, 1917, three Portuguese children received 

apparitions of Our Lady at Cova da Iria, near Fatima, a city 110 miles north of 

Lisbon. (See February 20 entry for Blesseds Jacinta and Francisco Marto). Mary 

asked the children to pray the rosary for world peace, for the end of World War I, 

for sinners and for the conversion of Russia. The third visionary, Lucia dos Santos, 

became a Carmelite nun and died in 2005 at the age of 97.  

Mary gave the children three secrets. Since Francisco died in 1919 and Jacinta the 

following year, Lucia revealed the first secret in 1927, concerning devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. The second secret was a vision of hell.  

Pope John Paul II directed the Holy See’s Secretary of State to reveal the third 
secret in 2000; it spoke of a “bishop in white” who was shot by a group of soldiers 
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who fired bullets and arrows into him. Many people linked this to the assassination 

attempt against Blessed John Paul II in St. Peter’s Square on May 13, 1981.  

The feast of Our Lady of Fatima was approved by the local bishop in 1930; it was 

added to the Church’s worldwide calendar in 2002. 

4. Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patron of the Americas, December 12,  

Our Lady of Guadalupe December 12 (USA) When we reflect on the feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe we learn two important lessons, one of faith and one of 

understanding. 

Missionaries who first came to Mexico with the conquistadors had little success in 

the beginning. After nearly a generation, only a few hundred Native Mexicans had 

converted to the Christian faith. Whether they simply did not understand what the 
missionaries had to offer or whether they resented these people who made them 

slaves, Christianity was not popular among the native people. 

Then in 1531 miracles began to happen. Jesus’ own mother appeared to humble 
Juan Diego. The signs — of the roses, of the uncle miraculously cured of a deadly 

illness, and especially of her beautiful image on Juan’s mantle — convinced the 

people there was something to be considered in Christianity. Within a short time, 
six million Native Mexicans had themselves baptized as Christians. 

The first lesson is that God has chosen Mary to lead us to Jesus. No matter what 
critics may say of the devotion of Mexicans (and Mexican descendants) to Our Lady 

of Guadalupe, they owe their Christianity to her influence. If it were not for her, 

they would not know her son, and so they are eternally grateful. The second lesson 
we take from Mary herself. Mary appeared to Juan Diego not as a European 

madonna but as a beautiful Aztec princess speaking to him in his own Aztec 

language. If we want to help someone appreciate the gospel we bring, we must 
appreciate the culture and the mentality in which they live their lives. By 

understanding them, we can help them to understand and know Christ. Our Lady 

of Guadalupe is patron of the Americas. 

5. Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, 22 December, 13 November (in the United 

States) 

One of thirteen children raised on a farm. She received a convent education, and 

training as a teacher. She tried to join the order at age 18, but poor health 
prevented her taking the veil. A priest asked her to teach at a girl‘s school, the 

House of Providence Orphanage in Cadagono, Italy, which she did for six years. 

She took religious vows in 1877, and acquitted herself so well at her work that 
when the orphanage closed in 1880, her bishop asked her to found the Missionary 

Sisters of the Sacred Heart to care for poor children in schools and hospitals. Pope 

Leo XIII then sent her to the United States to carry on this mission. 

She and six Sisters arrived in New York in 1889. They worked among immigrants, 

especially Italians. Mother Cabrini founded 67 institutions, including schools, 
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hospitals, and orphanages in the United States, Europe and South America. Like 

many of the people she worked with, Mother became a United States citizen during 

her life, and after her death she was the first US citizen to be canonized.  

6. Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Mother Seton, 4 January 

Born into a wealthy and influential Episcopalian family, the daughter of a Dr Richard 

Bayley; Elizabeth was raised in the New York high society of the late 18th century. 

Her mother died when Elizabeth was three years old, her baby sister a year later. 
In 1794 at age 19 she married the wealthy businessman William Magee Seton, and 

was the mother of five. 

About ten years into the marriage, William’s business failed, and soon after he died 

of tuberculosis, leaving Elizabeth an impoverished widow with five small children. 

For years Elizabeth had felt drawn to Catholicism, believing in the Real Presence in 
the Eucharist and in the lineage of the Church going back to Christ and the Apostles. 

She converted to Catholicism, entering the Church on 14 March 1805, alienating 

many of her strict Episcopalian family in the process. 

To support her family, and insure the proper education of her children, she opened 

a school in Boston. Though a private and secular institution, from the beginning 
she ran it along the lines of a religious community. At the invitation of the 

archbishop, she established a Catholic girl‘s school in Baltimore, Maryland which 

initiated the parochial school system in America. To run the system she founded 
the Sisters of Charity in 1809, the first native American religious community for 

women.  

7. Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Catherine Tekakwitha, Lily of the Mohawks, 17 

April 

Daughter of a Christian Algonquin woman captured by Iroquois and married to a 
non-Christian Mohawk chief. Orphaned during a smallpox epidemic, which left her 

with a scarred face and impaired eyesight. Converted and baptized in 1676 by 

Father Jacques de Lamberville, a Jesuit missionary. Shunned and abused by 
relatives for her faith. Escaped through 200 miles of wilderness to the Christian 

Native American village of Sault-Sainte-Marie. Took a vow of chastity in 1679. 

Known for spirituality and austere lifestyle. Miracle worker.  

Her grave became a pilgrimage site and place of miracles for Christian Native 

Americans and French colonists. First Native American proposed for canonization, 

her cause was started in 1884 under Pope Leo XIII. The Tekakwitha Conference, 

an international association of Native American Catholics and those in ministry with 

them, was named for her. 


