
WHY I AM A CATHOLIC 
 

It starts with truth, and where does one find truth?  The 
only place I know is the Bible.  How do we know that the 
Bible is truth?  God said so.  There were dozens of 
prophets, and hundreds of times that they predicted things 
that would happen in the future and in every case God had 
what was predicted come true.  The Bible is 100% truth, 
100% of the time.  Every word that is written in the Bible is 
inspired by God.  The foundation of the Catholic faith is the 
Bible, Tradition, and Magisterium (the Authority of God). 
 
I would like to explain our name; we are the Roman Catholic 
Church.  600 years before Christ was born, those brutal 
Pagan Romans by the use of the sword conquered most of 
the civilized world including Israel.  When they did so, they 
wanted to completely stop the Jewish religion.  But 
because of Abraham, our father in faith, our ancestors’ 
belief in God was so strong that they couldn’t stop it.  So 
they did the next best thing and decreed that no new 
religions would be allowed to start.  That was the world 
Jesus was born into.  The Jewish leaders did not want any 
part of the new religious movement that welcomed all the 
people on earth, so when Jesus ascended into heaven on 
Ascension Day and left the new religious movement in the 
hands of the Apostles, many of the new converts were 
Romans.  It was the Romans who decided the birth of 
Christ was such a major event that the world calendar 
would start over with the year of his birth.  The Apostles got 
so much resistance from the Jewish leaders that they used 
Latin, the language spoken by the Romans, as the language 
for the new religious movement.   400 years after Christ’s 
birth the Roman Empire collapsed but even today, Latin is 
the official language of the Catholic Church.  All masses 
were offered in Latin until 1964 when a council called 
Vatican II was held in Rome and it was decided the Mass 
would be offered in the language of each culture.  The word 



“Catholic” is the Latin word meaning, “Universal”, and the 
Catholic faith is indeed a universal religion.  We could go to 
mass in almost any country on earth, on any weekend.   
 
I am now going to repeat a parable from the Old Testament.  
A parable is a story to teach a lesson.  There once was a 
rich man who lived in a big house and dressed in royal 
purple, and living nearby was a crippled beggar by the 
name of Lazarus.  Now all Lazarus wanted was the scraps 
from the rich man’s table.  But the rich man had no 
compassion for Lazarus and wished he would stay away.  
When Lazarus died the rich man thought that was fine.  A 
few years later the rich man died and down to the nether 
world he went.  He thought he was suffering so badly and 
all he could beg for was a drop of water for his parched 
tongue.  One day, God opened a window between heaven 
and hell and let the rich man look out.  There was Lazarus, 
sitting on father Abraham’s lap, laughing and joking and 
having a wonderful time.  At that moment it dawned on the 
rich man what happened to him.  He said, “Lord, Lord, Lord 
I have 5 brothers back on earth, you must send someone to 
warn them or they will end up in this terrible place.”  God 
said, “I sent them the prophets, I sent them the written 
word and through Moses I sent them the 10 
commandments.  If they wouldn’t listen to all of that, they 
wouldn’t listen if I sent someone else.  In the parable God 
mentioned 3 things the rich man should have used to stay 
out of hell.  The prophets, and the law which includes the 
10 commandments, and God did and said many things to 
bring us to heaven.  I am going to repeat the main 3.  First 
he taught us how to live with each other.  He said treat your 
neighbor as you would want to be treated.  And, who is 
one’s neighbor? Every other person on Earth.  He said, if 
someone slaps you on the right cheek, offer them the left 
cheek as well.  Many of us would be swinging with both 
fists.  He said if someone wants your cloak; offer them your 
sandals as well.  Who among us, if a poor person wanted 



our coat would say, “I have more shoes at home, take these 
as well”?  Jesus said, “How you treat the least of my people 
is how you treat me.  At the last supper, Christ showed the 
world how God wanted to be worshipped.  When he took 
bread, blessed it and broke it, handed it to the Apostles 
and said, “Take and eat, for this is my body.”  And in like 
manner, he took a cup filled with wine, blessed it and 
passed it among the Apostles and said, “Take and drink, for 
this is my blood.”  And then he said, “Do this in 
remembrance of me.”  That was the first mass ever offered.  
And 2000 years later, the mass is still the ultimate worship 
of God.   
 
For us, Christ instituted the 7 sacraments; Baptism, Holy 
Eucharist, Reconciliation, Confirmation, Matrimony, Holy 
Orders, and the Sacrament of the sick and dying.  These 7 
sacraments are to be used all through our lives from our 
birth until death; to aide us in our mission while we are on 
earth to someday enter the kingdom of Heaven.  And this I 
believe. 
 
 
I thank you for your time and patience. 
 


