
The Rosary 
 

The Practice of using beads in prayer goes back to 
our Jewish ancestors over 2,000 years ago. The 
word Rosary means, “Crown of Roses.”  
 
In the 12th century, in the life of St Dominic, is when 
it was first known of the Rosary in the form we know 
today. After that, many saints and Popes have 
recommended that we pray the rosary. It is 
considered the greatest prayer in the Church after 
the Mass.  
 
There are 20 decades in a full Rosary, with 20 
mysteries. We call 5 decades a Rosary of either 5 
Joyful, Sorrowful, Luminous or Glorious mysteries.  
 
In 1917 our Blessed Mother appeared to 3 children 
at Fatima. Our Lady said the Rosary is of great 
value. Sister Lucia, 1 of the 3, said years later, “My 
impression is that Our Lady wanted to give ordinary 
people, who might not know how to pray, this simple 
method of getting closer to God.” 
 
Why are we named Holy Rosary Parish? We were so 
named by the Bishop of the Diocese of Milwaukee. It 
is not known if any of the local parishioners had an 
input.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
In May of 2010, we at Holy Rosary began praying the 
Rosary before all weekend masses. At that time we 
only planned on the month of May each year, but at 
the request of many parishioners, we now continue 
to pray the Rosary before each weekend mass. On a 
Saturday in Advent, I was the Rosary leader and 28 
parishioners were there before I started.  
 
 
On Christmas Eve, at our annual Wiegel Christmas 
party, a contest was held. I estimated how many 
times our mother prayed the Rosary in her lifetime, 
with her favorite Rosary as the prize. My estimate 
was 16,553. John Kieffer, a longtime parishioner of 
Holy Rosary, also prayed the Rosary many 
thousands of times, and many other parishioners 
have also prayed it many thousands of times.  
 
The question arises, why would anyone pray the 
Rosary that often? The answer is easy, to enhance 
their chance of someday entering the kingdom of 
heaven, which should be everyone’s goal in life. 
What better way to improve our chances, than to 
ask Our Blessed Mother to help us? The first part of 
the Hail Mary is taken from the scripture. The 
second part is written by man. It states, “Holy Mary 
mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the 
hour of our death. Amen.” 
 

Thank you for your time and patience. 


