
Halloween:  
Is it proper for Catholic Christians? 

 
What are the origins of Halloween?  Is Halloween pagan 
or satanic?  Should we as Catholics take part in Hallow-
een? 
 
Halloween comes from the feast of All Hallows Eve and 
it designates the vigil of All Hallows Day or All Saints Day 
(a holy day of obligation). 
 
Hallow; used as a noun in Old English means Saint, used 
as a verb means to make something holy or to honor it as 
holy. 
 
All Saints Day (a holy day of obligation) has been prac-
ticed since the early eighth century.  Both All Hallows Eve 
and All Hallows Day were instituted by Pope Gregory III 
and a century later they were extended into the church by 
Pope Gregory IV.  Later, in the year 1000 or so, All Souls 
Day came about to honor the dead. 
 
Pagan/Christian 
The occult aspects of Halloween; ghosts and demons, did 
originate from Christian Catholic beliefs.  Christian Catho-
lics believed that on All Hallows Eve and on Christmas the 
veil separating earth from purgatory, heaven and hell be-
came thin enough to allow for souls to cross over into 
earth to be seen.  This is where the costumes came 
about.  If you dress like a demon, the real demons will 
think you are from hell and move on. 
 
The first attacks on Halloween came from the post refor-
mation England.  All costumes associated with Hallow-
een were outlawed.  Christmas was attacked in the same 
way and banned in 1647 by the puritan parliament.  
Thanks to the German Catholics for reviving Christmas 
and the Irish Catholics for reviving Halloween in the 19th 
century. 
 
The sudden rise of Halloween horror films in the 80’s did 
nothing to promote the Christian origins and has caused 
nothing but backlash from non-Catholic Christians and 
Catholics alike.  Halloween has now become the night of 
the devil leading anti-Catholic fundamentalists to distrib-
ute Bible tracts in the form of comic books to fuel the anti-
Halloween/devil connection.  Because of this, alternative 
celebrations have come about.  Harvest festivals are be-
coming more popular each year. 
 
The celebration of Halloween is not a bad thing.  Our chil-
dren should be told of it’s Christian origins.  During the 
three days of Halloween, All Saints Day and All Souls Day 
we should all pray and encourage our children to pray for 
souls in purgatory and ask the souls in heaven along 
with the Saints to pray for all of our poor souls here on 
earth.  God knows we need it. 
 

         BOO!!!! 

 
God Bless, 
 
Dale Cwynar 


