
I am Bernie Wiegel, a Parish Council Member here at Holy 
Rosary. We have been asked to do something at the parish 
level. 
 
In the spring of 1855, our ancestors; Joseph & Mary Wiegel, 
their 3 children and Mary’s brother Louis Zagafas, left Germany 
to sail to America. By fall they made it to New Orleans and 
proceeded up the Mississippi reaching Hazel Green when 
winter set in and stayed there the winter.  In the spring of 1856 
they made it to Seymour and homesteaded 160 acres 7 miles 
west of Darlington on the north side of highway 81.   
When they arrived the McComishs, from Ireland, were already 
there. In the next few years more arrived; from Ireland names 
like Boyle, Burke, Leahy, McWilliams, Morgan, Mulcahy, and 
from Germany names like; Gerlock, Shoehart, Norhthaus, 
Ricter, and Gabel.  
 
The thing they missed the most was not being able to attend 
mass or receive the sacraments.  In early summer of 1859 a 
meeting was held and in late summer Patrick McComish from 
Ireland & Joseph Wiegel from Germany hitched a team of 
horses to a wagon and left for Milwaukee to see the Bishop 
about getting a priest.  That road trip to Milwaukee and back, 
that now takes 6 hours by car, took them 3 weeks. 
 
The Bishop told them that if they would build a church and 
rectory, he would send them a priest.  Construction started in 
the spring of 1860, taking longer than they planned because the 
Civil War set in.  But by the fall of 1866, construction was 
complete and in the spring of 1867 their first priest arrived and 
in May of 1867 the first mass in the new church was offered. 
 
That original church is still standing today.  They also built a 
stable for a horse and word was in the 40 to 50 years before the 
priest got a car, the priest never had to buy feed for the horse, 
as the parishioners always supplied the feed.  Our desire to 
attend mass & receive the sacraments should be as great today 
as it was for our ancestors.  Holy Rosary has more families now 
than ever; we are told that on any given weekend, if all 



members of Holy Rosary were to come to mass, we would have 
to have 4 masses to get everyone in church.   
 
So what happened?  The world was more religious in our 
ancestor’s time?  Today we are more secular or non-religious.  
While our ancestors prayed as a family, we now watch TV.  We 
are a people that think we always want to be entertained.  We 
live in a nation where sometimes 200 million dollars is spent to 
make a 3 hour movie.  No priest can compete with that.  Father 
was sent here to lead us in the worship of God and make the 
sacraments available to us.  We must remember that the mass 
is the ultimate worship of God.  At the last supper Christ said to 
the Apostles, “This is my body.  This is my blood.  Do this in 
memory of me.”  These words are as true today as they were 
2000 years ago.  It has gotten far too easy for many of God’s 
people to ignore the third commandment.  There are 168 hours 
in a week and God wants us to worship Him 1 hour a week.  I do 
not think that is asking too much.  Now comes the problem, you 
good people are here and that is wonderful.  What can be done 
about those that are not here?  Admittedly, very little.  I 
challenge each of you. Think what would happen if each of us 
would, in the next few months, bring someone to mass that 
normally would not come.  Admittedly, that isn’t going to 
happen, but please try.  If only one person comes to mass in the 
next few months, that normally would not come, my speaking to 
you would be worthwhile. 
 
There are some that would say it is none of our business if some 
of God’s people choose not to attend mass and fulfill their 
Sunday obligation.  To that I say they are wrong.  All of us here 
today that are adults, are confirmed.  The reason we were 
confirmed was to make us soldiers of God and promote God’s 
faith, in any way that we can. 
 
I thank you for your time and patience. 
 


