
I recently came into possession of a Saint Joseph Daily Missal published in 1956. The introduction to the 

book spoke of how it was published to help fulfill Pope Pius XII's instruction that lay people become 

more involved in the Mass. This little book contains information on feast days for the Saints, readings for 

special holidays, and all the standard prayers for the Mass in Latin and in English. I was born in 1963, the 

same year that Vatican II changed so much of the Mass, so I have never had the opportunity to hear a Latin 

Mass. I remember listening to my father speak of how he missed the Glory and the depth of the Latin word-

ing, especially in such prayers as the Act of Contrition--"Mea culpa, mea culpa, mea maxima culpa". He 

would then explain that in English these words meant "through my fault, through my fault, through my most 

grievous fault". Reading these words and so many other parts of the Mass in this little missal, I could almost 

hear my father's now silent voice speaking them. 

 

This is not to say that the Mass in its current form is shallow or meaningless. This is the Mass that I have 

grown up with, and these words will always bring me comfort, warmth, joy, love, and all the things the Mass 

has always contained. Through the centuries that the Church has been alive, She has changed in many ways, 

but these have always been constants and will continue to be so. 

 

These thoughts and observations were still fresh in my mind last week when I went to the Liturgy Committee 

meeting. The main topic of the meeting was discussion of upcoming changes to the Mass, beginning with 

Advent 2011. The Mass will not change in structure or substance, Father Randy explained, but the prayers 

and responses will be reworded to more accurately reflect the original Latin of the Mass. The handout I took 

from the meeting does not match the Saint Joseph Daily Missal completely, but the Glory and depth my fa-

ther missed will be restored to the Mass (Including, "through my fault, through my fault, through my most 

grievous fault"). 

 

Changes are not always easy, but they can be exciting—especially when they are changes that can retain 

what is good and enhance it with what may have been missing as well.  

 

Barb Ritchie, Parish Council 


