
PROJECTS FOR DISCUSSION

We want to keep the discussion and thoughts active while our last meeting is still fresh in our minds. It is obvious 
that everyone is taking this situation very seriously and all the parishioners in our area should benefit greatly from 
our efforts.
Joey and Donna Wiegel will be a part of Sub-Committee 3     (e-mail address:     dwiegel@centurytel.net) 

It is very important for us to understand the concerns of ALL of our parishioners while attempting to mold a new 
parish that will address the needs of us all. I am sending on a ‘Rural Life Conversation’ sent to me by Tom Nelson 
who is in an Associate Director in the office of “Justice and Pastoral Outreach” We will also forward information 
on Urban concerns as they are obtained.

Topic for ‘General Thoughts and Opinions’. ( Once you have given this much ‘Objective Consideration’, feel free 
to share your thoughts with everyone on the E-mail list.-Those without access to the internet, please mail your thoughts to me 
and I will put it out for everyone to share) .

Hypothetical Scenario: Our new parish is formed. It has been decided to have  two worship sites in the new 
parish.     Agree?____________________    Disagree?__________________. If you agree and you think that your 
parish church should be chosen for the Rural Worship Site,  explain why it would be the best choice. Do you 
see your church building being used in another capacity?

Each sub-committee should concentrate on their own ‘discussion point’ however, everyone is encouraged to 
express an opinion on any or all of the other ’discussion points’ if they have the time.

Discussion Point for Sub-committee 1:
We all agree that more has to be done to get our younger parishioners to attend Mass. Express your ideas on how to get our 
youth more involved in our parish life. Should the youth be represented on the “Implementation Cluster Group’?
Should our youth have their own representative on the Church Councils’? Should they have their own ‘Mass Theme’?Please 
address these and any other ideas you may have.

Discussion Point for Sub-committee 2:
We all know that the primary reason for Mass attendance should be to enhance our relationship with GOD. We also know 
that there are ‘secondary’ reasons why people attend Mass!. Please think about these secondary reasons (Music-Fellowship etc) 
, list as many as you can and suggest ways on how these ‘secondary reasons’ can be used to maintain and increase Mass at-
tendance. (Include addressing the concerns of various groups-youth, elderly, ethnic pride, single parents etc.) Also. comments 
on how to make people feel involved and welcomed at Mass.

Discussion Point for Sub-committee 3:
Some of us had the advantage of being taught about our faith by the good Sisters and Priests. They had a great influence on 
our lives but, unfortunately,  a lot of our children who do not attend parochial school, do not have enough exposure to ‘faith 
knowledge’. What is a practical solution to the problem of ‘passing on our faith, and a lifelong commitment to that faith, on to  
our parish children.  ( Some parishes have their priest actively encourage parents and older siblings to read books about ‘The 
lives of the saints’ or any other Catholic Children Books, to the young children). Their churches have a well stocked library in 
their church and parents are strongly urged to use it. What do you think about this and any other solution that would work in 
parishes of our size?

Any suggestions, comments, criticisms about how we should best obtain the goal of eventually have parishes 
or a parish that will meet the needs and concerns of all of our parishioners, will be appreciated.  




